
INAUGURAL SEMINAR:  

DEMOCRACY AS SPECTRE, DREAM AND REALITY 

 

Key speaker: Professor John Dunn, Emeritus Professor of Political Theory at King's 

College, University of Cambridge. 

Discussant: Professor Peter Nolan, Director of the Centre of Development Studies, 

University of Cambridge. 

Date: 10
th

 of May, 2012 (Thursday) 

Time: 13.00 – 14.30 hrs 

Location: Room S1, 1
st
 floor, Alison Richard Building, Sidgwick Site, University of 

Cambridge (see map below).  

Convened by: The Cambridge Society for Social and Economic Development 

(CAMSED).  

 

Description: this seminar aims to analyse democracy within the context of modern 

politics and political discourse. It will probe fundamental questions, such as the 

following: why has democracy evolved into the dominant position in today’s political 

discourse? How does the Washington Paradigm or liberal democracy try to interpret the 

concept of democracy under global capitalism? How would other nations and 

civilizations - countries like China, India or Russia - respond to such discourse? 

Professor Dunn will critically analyse democracy and its ascendancy over all other 

polities in contemporary political theory. Democracy has long held pride of place in 

political discourse. However, we need to unveil its seemingly justified superiority and 

to challenge its dominant position as an institution; for, the rise of democracy does not 

necessarily entail to its legitimacy.  

 

About the Key Speaker: Professor John Dunn is the Emeritus Professor of Political 

Theory at King’s College, University of Cambridge. His work focuses on applying a 

historical perspective to modern political theory. His early reputation was based upon 

the careful reconstruction of the political thoughts of John Locke. While later works, 

such as Setting the people free: the story of democracy (2005), reflect upon the 

vicissitudes of democracy as a political ideal. Professor Dunn’s research interests 

include the historical formation and intellectual weakness of liberal and socialist 

conceptions of political value and political possibility; explaining the political 
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trajectories of the varieties of modern states; and, the historical development and current 

significance of democracy in different parts of the world.  

 

The session will be chaired and discussed by Professor Peter Nolan –the Sinyi Professor 

of Chinese Management and Chair of the Centre of Development Studies, University of 

Cambridge.  

 

Map Location CAMSED:  

 
 

 


